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SUBJECT: ABORTION LAW - DRAFT BK/O 

REF: A) BONN 2243; B) USBER 217 

SUMMARY: AT FEB 12 TRIPARTITE DISCUSSION OF ABORTION 
LAW PROBLEM REQUESTED BY BRITISH ON INSTRUCTION FROM 
FCO, UK AND US SUPPORTED BERLIN SOLUTION FORMULA WHILE 
FRENCH WENT OVER SAME OBJECTIONS AS STATED IN FEB 7 
FRENCH/US DISCUSSION, EVEN HARDENING POSITION AGAINST 
SOLUTION ALONG LINES PROPOSED BY BERLIN. FRENCH REP 
AGREED TO PRODUCE PAPER WITH FORMULA THOUGHT ACCEPTABLE 
TO PARIS. END SUMMARY. 

1. ON INSTRUCTIONS FROM LONDON, UK CALLED TRIPARTITE 
MEETING FEB 12 TO DISCUSS ABORTION LAW PROBLEM. UK REP 
(CROM ARTIE) SAID LONDON CONSIDERED FORMULA DEVELOPED IN 
BERLIN TO BE VERY GOOD SOLUTION TO PROBLEM AND URGED US 
AND FRENCH TO ACCEPT IT. US REP RESPONDED THAT WE 
SUPPORTED BERLIN FORMULA. FRENCH REP (BOISSIEU) SAID HE 
HAD VERY EXPLICIT INSTRUCTIONS FROM PARIS AND THAT THE 
PROPOSED SOLUTION WAS ABSOLUTELY UNACCEPTABLE. HE THEN 
MADE SAME POINTS AS REPORTED REFTEL A. 

2. AFTER ENSUING DETAILED DISCUSSION OF MATTER, 

BOISSIEU RESPONDED TO REQUEST THAT HE ASK PARIS TO RECON 
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MINISTER HAD PERSONALLY APPROVED HIS CURRENT INSTRUCTIONS 
AND HAD ALSO INDICATED HIS WILLINGNESS TO DEAL WITH FRG 
FON MIN GENSCHER ON MATTER TO MAKE CLEAR THAT FRENCH 
WOULD NOT AGREE TO SOLUTION AS WORKED OUT IN BERLIN. 

INSTRUCTIONS FROM PARIS SAID ANY ALLIED HELP TO SENAT IN 
PROBLEM SHOULD BE LIMITED TO BK/L BY WHICH ALLIES WOULD 
INDICATE ABSENCE OF OBJECTION TO ADOPTION OF ABORTION LAW 
IN BERLIN WITHOUT SECTION 2 (OR OTHERWISE CHANGED TO 
COPE WITH EFFECT OF FCC DECISION EXPECTED FEB 25). 

ACKNOWLEDGING POINT THAT SENAT NEEDS DOCUMENT IT COULD 
USE PUBLICLY, BOISSIEU SAID HE WOULD DRAFT FOR FURTHER 
TRIPARTITE DISCUSSION A BK/O "WRITTEN LIKE A BK/L" ALONG 
THE LINES INDICATED ABOVE WHICH THE SENAT COULD USE. 

BOISSIEU THOUGHT THAT BY VERY CAREFUL DRAFTING HE MIGHT 
BE ABLE TO PERSUADE QUAI TO ACCEPT THIS KIND OF 
SOLUTION. 

3. COMMENT: WE HOPE TO RECEIVE FRENCH PAPER YET THIS 
WEEK AND CONTINUE TRIPARTITE CONSIDERATION EARLY WEEK OF 
FEB 17. IN LIGHT OF VERY FIRM FRENCH POSITION ON MATTER 
WE WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT AND USBER VIEWS ON 
POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS WHICH MIGHT BRIDGE GAP. HILLENBRAND 
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